EDUCATION AND AGRICULTURE
'"THHE presence of half a million town children in the countryside during the
JL last year has given a fresh stimulus to the possibilities of education in the
countryside; it has also released a flood of loose talk about rural education.
In England all forms of agricultural and horticultural education, farm institutes
and agricultural colleges, county organisers and lecturers come under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Agriculture. For this reason agriculture enters
into the work of the schools, rather as a medium or instrument of general edu-
cation than as a sphere of training in the more technical sense. Fanners and
agriculturists have always been suspicious of schools and for a variety of reasons
there has been a divorce between agriculture and the educational system.
At last a strong Minister of Agriculture has taken steps to heal the division by
setting up a committee to examine the whole position and by devising machinery
to bring the results of scientific research nearer the man on the land. Mean-
while much interesting work is now in process at rural senior schools and
country grammar schools, by the imaginative use of school gardens, by local
surveys, and generally by relating the curriculum to rural environment. Many
schools keep pets and stock and where a Young Farmers' Club is attached to the
school, loans free of interest are available from the County Council for the pur-
chase of stock and equipment.
Happiest of all is the school which owns its own farm, because a close
relationship can be maintained between practice and underlying theory. For
example, the chemistry of nutrition is developed in the laboratory from the
the mixing of rations in the barn : practical work on the farm occupies about
a third of the boys' time. The farm is divided into units—dairy herd, pigs,
poultry, sheep and crops—and each unit is in the charge of a group of boys
for two or three weeks* Accounts, records and balance sheets are kept* The
teaching course includes stock and crop husbandry, chemistry and botany,
book-keeping, veterinary hygiene, dairying, poultry surveying, engineering
and woodwork* Such schools are not numerous, but successful models exist*
Some town schools have adopted farms, as they do ships, while the farm
visit is becoming a popular feature among schools in the country* During the
war thousands of boys and girls have assisted farmers and foresters all over
the country and school gardens have been cultivated to the last square foot*
One school has planted 6,000 pine seedlings and scotch pines and has
produced fruit and vegetables to the value of £450 of which 40 per cent has
been sold* Other town schools have purchased small country estates, carried
out repairs and cleared and re-cultivated the flower and vegetable gardens on
week-end visits and in vacations* This is a natural development of the holiday
camps which many schools organize* Since the war some thirty camp-schools
have been created with great potentialities for every kind of country activity.
There are a score of arguments for bringing together the growing child
and the natural life of the country, regardless of whether the boy or girl intends

